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Abstract

This thesis, entitled “Italian Political Activity in the
Southern Arabian Peninsula Y4)¢-Y4Y4: A Historical Study,”
examines Italian policy and its strategic objectives in the
southern Arabian Peninsula between the First and Second World
Wars, with particular focus on Yemen and Saudi Arabia as the
main areas of Italian influence. The study analyzes the motives
behind Italian expansion, especially its desire to compete with
Britain and France in the Red Sea, the Horn of Africa, and the
Arabian Peninsula. It also explores the political, economic, and
diplomatic methods used by Italy to strengthen its position in the
region. Relying on diplomatic documents and Arabic and
foreign sources, the study shows that Italy sought to establish a
foothold in southern Arabia by taking advantage of the decline
of the Ottoman Empire and the growing international rivalry
over strategic maritime routes. Because the Red Sea was closely
connected to Italian colonies in Eritrea and Italian Somaliland,
Italy attempted to build political relations with local rulers in
Yemen, Asir, the Hejaz, and Najd in order to secure its strategic
interests.

The study further examines the treaties concluded between
Italy and both Yemen and Saudi Arabia and their regional
impact. It highlights the Yemeni-Italian Treaty of Y2Y1, which
reflected mutual interests between Imam Yahya and the Italian

government. Imam Yahya aimed to gain international



recognition and support against British pressure, while Italy
sought to expand its influence in the Red Sea and challenge
British dominance in Aden and southern Arabia. The research
discusses the circumstances surrounding the treaty, its political
and economic provisions, and the reactions it generated,
particularly British concerns over Italian expansion. The study
also analyzes the Saudi-Italian Treaty of Y4YY, emphasizing
Saudi Arabia’s efforts to diversify its foreign relations and
Italy’s attempts to strengthen its political and economic

influence after the establishment of the modern Saudi state.

In addition, the thesis investigates the positions of major
international powers toward Italian activities in the region.
Britain viewed Italian expansion as a threat to its colonial and
strategic interests, especially in Aden and the route to India, and
therefore adopted a cautious policy to preserve its dominance.
France attempted to maintain a balance in its relations with Italy
in order to protect its own colonial interests, while the Ottoman
Empire regarded ltalian activities in the Red Sea and Yemen
with concern due to the Empire’s declining influence. The study
also examines the impact of oil discoveries in Saudi Arabia
during the Y4Y+s on Italian policy. Italy attempted to participate
in oil investments through the company AGIP, but these efforts
achieved limited success because of increasing British and

American influence. The thesis concludes that Italian political

b



activity in the southern Arabian Peninsula formed part of a
wider colonial project aimed at strengthening Italy’s
international position, although its success remained limited due
to strong British influence and the complexity of regional and

international rivalries.
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