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Abstract

Historical studies in Iraqi universities have witnessed significant attention in
recent decades to documenting the experiences of professors and researchers who
contributed to the development of historical research, establishing its methodologies,
and training generations of scholars. Writing a scholarly biography is no longer
limited to narrating events; it has become an analytical study that examines the
scientific formation, research methodology, and the nature of academic contribution.
In light of this, this study, entitled "Fahim Ni'mah Al-Yasiri: His Scientific Biography
and Methodology in Writing Modern and Contemporary History," aims to document
the academic and scientific path of one of the most prominent professors of modern
and contemporary history at the University of Wasit.

The thesis is composed of three chapters. The first chapter addresses Al-
Yasiri's life and educational journey, comprising three sections: his lineage, family,
and their political, social, and religious standing in the district of Al-Hayy, with a
focus in this research on the Al-Idris family; his birth and upbringing; and his
educational path beginning from the early stages, stemming from his passion for Iraqi
history, and obtaining his Master's and Doctoral degrees. This chapter also addresses
the general political context in which he grew up, starting from the establishment of
the Iraqi state in 1921 and the inauguration of King Faisal I, along with the
accompanying treaties with Britain, moving through the political events of the
monarchical era—most notably the coup of Bakr Sidqi in 1936—then the
transformations Iraq witnessed after the July 14, 1958 Revolution, up to the Ba'ath
Party's rule in 1968 and the subsequent wars and political crises that ended with the
regime's fall in 2003. These transformations contributed to shaping the political and
intellectual environment in which Al-Yasiri grew up, reflected in his scientific
formation and research orientations. Chapter Two covers his professional and social
career, which included three sections: Section One detailed his professional career in
the Ministry of Education until 1996, while Section Two was titled: His professional
career in the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research until 2021.
Section Three focused on the views of his contemporaries and his social
contributions. This chapter examined the professional journey of Dr. Fahim Ni'mah
Al-Yasiri since his graduation from the College of Arts/University of Baghdad in
1975. He began his life with military service after joining the Military College,
graduating as a Second Lieutenant in 1976, and participated in several military duties.
He was also called to service during the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), where he was
wounded, before rising through the military ranks to Major. Concurrently, he worked
in the Ministry of Education as a teacher of national studies at Al-Hayy Preparatory
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School for Boys in Wasit Governorate starting in 1978, excelling in his teaching
competency. He then moved to the Teacher Training Institute in Kut. In 1997, his
services were transferred to the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research/University of Al-Qadisiyah — College of Education, marking a new phase
of his academic activity. He assumed several administrative and scientific positions
in organizing academic work and participated in establishing the University of Wasit
and developing its scientific and administrative activities. The chapter also presented
the views of his contemporaries, colleagues, and students, who highlighted his
scientific stature and his academic and human impact within the university
community.

Chapter Three addressed his scientific efforts and methodology in writing
modern and contemporary history, comprising four sections: his authored works and
scientific output; his published and unpublished research in refereed scientific
journals; his participation in scientific conferences and seminars; as well as his
supervision of university theses and dissertations. The study revealed that Al-Yasiri
followed a scientific methodology based on analysis, criticism, and linking historical
events to their political, economic, and social contexts, with a clear reliance on
primary sources, historical documents, and foreign references.
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