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Abstract:

The selection of the Cairene newspaper Al-Ahram as the focal point of
this comprehensive study was not merely an academic choice dictated by research
necessity. Rather, it arose from a profound conviction that any reading of the
history of the Palestinian cause remains truncated and incomplete unless subjected
to an analytical scalpel from the perspective of "collective consciousness
construction" and the deconstruction of media discourse. Al-Ahram was not just
a media institution reporting events; it was a sophisticated "intellectual
laboratory" that worked to forge an Arab identity in the face of the most
aggressive colonial onslaught in modern history. This venerable institution, which
took root in Alexandria and matured in Cairo, evolved into the "Diwan of the
Arabs" and a ledger of their existential struggle. By tracing its issues from 1956
to 1970, we sought to elucidate how the newspaper transitioned from a passive
reporter of news to a "strategic engineer" of public opinion. This specific
historical period gained exceptional importance as it represented the peak of the
national ferment, during which Arab discourse shifted from a defensive posture
to a philosophical and intellectual offensive grounded in historical truths and
international law. Consequently, the pages of Al-Ahram became a theater for an
intellectual engagement no less fierce than the military frontlines, providing a rich
primary source for researchers to investigate the features of the Arab persona in
its confrontation with the Zionist project.

The research hypothesis was rooted in the firm belief that Al-Ahram,
during the era of great conflict (1956 — 1970), transcended its traditional function
to become an ideological apparatus and a compass guiding political decision-
makers in Egypt and the Arab world. Its distinguished intellectual elite succeeded
in redefining the Palestinian cause, transforming it from a "humanitarian tragedy"
or a "refugee crisis" seeking relief solutions into an "existential national
liberation" cause that admits no compromise. This new formulation was linked to
strenuous efforts to deconstruct Zionist foundations and replace them with a
comprehensive theory of confrontation based on historical and legal vigilance.
This necessitated the division of the study into three major, intensive chapters: the
first addressed the early stages of the conflict amid the Tripartite Aggression and
its aftermath until 1960; the second focused on the crystallization of the
Palestinian persona and the role of supporting organizations (1961-1964); and the
third reviewed the stage of major transformations and the establishment of the
Palestine Liberation Organization (1964-1967). Throughout, we relied on a
rigorous historical-analytical methodology that merged the interrogation of the
journalistic document with its correlation to international and regional political
variables, granting the study an interpretative depth that transcends a superficial
narration of events to reach the essence of structural shifts in Arab political
thought regarding Palestine.

The profound analytical results of the study proved that Al-Ahram played
the role of a "strategic intellectual operations room" and a "political kitchen" that
provided the Egyptian leadership with proactive conceptions of international and
diplomatic positions. This was especially evident after the qualitative turning
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point marked by Mohamed Hassanein Heikal assuming the editor-in-chief
position in 1957. Under his tenure, the journalistic text was transformed into a
highly influential "strategic communication channel" that bridged the gap
between the pinnacle of authority and the grassroots. His sophisticated articles
established the concept of "critical political realism," which did not hesitate to
dissect the causes of past failures or reject hollow slogans. Heikal emphasized that
the true "Path of Return" necessarily begins with the battle for internal
reconstruction, comprehensive social change, and purging the ranks of the
remnants of dependency and local reactionaries. Thus, Al-Ahram instilled in the
national consciousness the fact that victory over the Zionist project cannot be
achieved without building a modern, sophisticated Arab society possessing the
tools of both intellectual and material power. This rendered the Palestinian cause
a primary catalyst for a comprehensive Arab renaissance rather than a mere
inherited historical burden.

Furthermore, the study revealed that the intellectual elite surrounding Al-
Ahram practiced a unique form of "epistemological struggle." Scholars and
thinkers of great caliber worked to deconstruct the philosophical structure of
Zionism and expose its colonial roots by providing a robust historical and
anthropological alternative. They proved, through definitive evidence, the
"Canaanite" Arabism of Palestine and its foundational civilizational presence,
predating all fabricated biblical claims. Simultaneously, the newspaper acted as a
"legal guardian" and a historical chronicler of looted properties. Through precise,
document-based journalistic campaigns, it inventoried millions of usurped
dunams, bank deposits, and confiscated groves. This transformed the pages of Al-
Ahram into a "land registry" that prevented the loss of rights through the passage
of time and thwarted forced resettlement conspiracies promoted by dubious
international initiatives, such as the "Johnson Plan," which sought to liquidate the
cause through trivial financial compensation. Thus, Al-Ahram formed an
intellectual and legal bulwark that prevented the dissolution of Palestinian identity
into the abyss of international oblivion, keeping the flame of justice alive in the
conscience of the nation and the world.

In concluding this historical investigation, the study reached the result that
Al-Ahram succeeded with strategic brilliance in internationalizing the Palestinian
cause by linking it organically to global liberation movements in Africa and Asia.
This created a state of Arab and global solidarity that transformed the battle for
Palestine into an "icon" for the struggle of peoples against both traditional and
neo-colonialism. Its discourse was characterized by a comprehensiveness that left
no military, economic, or cultural aspect without analysis, providing a solid
intellectual cover for Arab diplomatic movements within the United Nations. The
study concluded that Al-Ahram succeeded in formulating a "Doctrine of Return"
based on self-awareness and the refutation of colonial myths, emphasizing that
the conflict with the enemy is one of existence and civilization rather than a mere
border dispute. This unique journalistic experience remains a model for managing
major intellectual battles and a living embodiment of the Arab word's loyalty to
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its authentic national principles, which it never wavered from despite harsh
circumstances and the convergence of international powers.

Through meticulous tracking of the Al-Ahram corpus, the study revealed
that the newspaper did not merely report events but exercised an early "proactive"
role, warning against the dangers of resettlement projects and the erosion of
Palestinian identity years before they materialized. Its writers succeeded in
reading between the lines of international political texts and exposing the colonial
intentions hidden within ambiguous settlement initiatives. This made the
newspaper a "national radar" that detected the dangers surrounding the cause and
prepared the Arab public to face them with awareness and resolve. The results
proved that this foresight was not mere speculation but was based on close ties to
decision-making centers and a superior ability to analyze Western diplomatic
documents and deconstruct their political codes.

The results demonstrated that Al-Ahram managed the "war of
terminology" with high efficiency, succeeding in replacing conciliatory
international terms with revolutionary alternatives. It replaced the concept of the
"refugee" with concepts of the "returnee," the "fedayee," and the "struggler,"
which catalyzed a psychological shift in the Arab collective mind from a state of
alienation and surrender to one of resistance and parity. The study proved that this
linguistic engineering was part of a comprehensive strategy to build the "Human
of Return"—one who does not merely demand a right but possesses the historical
consciousness and moral legitimacy to claim it, thereby transforming the
journalistic word into a liberatory tool that reshaped Palestinian character in Arab
and global consciousness.

The researcher concluded that the newspaper served as the "faithful
guardian" of material and moral rights, devoting vast spaces to documenting
Zionist crimes against Arab heritage and civilization in Palestine. Its
documentation was not limited to land and wealth but extended to the "theft of
history" and attempts to Judaize archaeological and religious landmarks. The
study proved that Al-Ahram, through its foundational articles, succeeded in
demonstrating that Zionism is a movement of "civilizational uprooting" aimed at
erasing Arab memory. This prompted the newspaper to adopt a discourse of
"civilizational confrontation," making the preservation of the Canaanite identity
and Jerusalem a compass from which Arab pens would not deviate, regardless of
political pressures.

The study concluded that Al-Ahram succeeded in building "struggle
bridges" between the Arab East and West (the Maghreb), utilizing the victories of
the Algerian Revolution as an applied model to demonstrate the possibility of
defeating settler colonialism. The results proved that this strategic linkage
contributed to melting regional contradictions and unifying the national vision
toward Palestine as the central cause of the Arabs. Furthermore, the newspaper
practiced a "class and political" awareness, linking the loss of Palestine to the
hegemony of reactionary regimes, emphasizing that liberation begins internally
through the structural reform of Arab society. This made Al-Ahram’s discourse a
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lever for demanding social justice and national dignity as two essential conditions
for achieving the dream of return and purifying the land from the usurper.

The findings proved that the newspaper was characterized by "objective
comprehensiveness" in addressing the conflict. It did not overlook economic and
financial aspects amidst military concerns; rather, it revealed through figures and
statistics the scale of Zionist looting of Arab banks and groves, providing robust
legal material for the Arab negotiator and historian. The study concluded that this
"qualitative statistical" approach moved the cause from the realm of emotion and
rhetoric to the realm of economic and legal facts that admit no interpretation. This
ultimately served to immunize the Arab mind against Zionist propaganda that
attempted to portray the entity as an oasis of construction and development,
exposing that its renaissance was fundamentally based on the armed robbery of
the resources of an indigenous people.

The study ended by asserting that Al-Ahram represented the "legal and
intellectual cover" for joint Arab action, as it explained and simplified the
dimensions of Arab League resolutions for the masses, transforming official
protocols into a pressing popular will. The results confirmed that the harmony
between media discourse and diplomatic movement provided protection for
Palestinian rights in international forums. The newspaper remained faithful to its
firm national line, offering a comprehensive historical vision that combined event,
analysis, and ideological stance. This makes this thesis a documentation of a
unique experience in managing intellectual and civilizational conflict, proving
that the "word" in Al-Ahram was, and remains, a forward front in the strategic
confrontation with the Zionist enemy.
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