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Abstract

This thesis proposes a critical and analytical inquiry into Pre-
Islamic Arabic poetry, centering on the monotheistic ethos (Al-
Hunafa’) and the representations of the Divine in the works of

early monotheistic poets. The central problem statement arises
from the imperative to re-examine Pre-Islamic poetic discourse
beyond conventional paradigms—which have long confined it
within the boundaries of tribal chauvinism ('asabiyyah) and
superficial materialism. Instead, this study delves into the
metaphysical consciousness and existential worldview that shaped
the intellectual and spiritual ethos of this elite circle of sage-poets.
Employing a textual-analytical methodology to dissect semantic
structures and unlock textual nuances, this research elucidates how
the Hunafa’ poets conceptualized the Divine, and how this
conceptualization fundamentally reshaped their vision of the
cosmos and the human condition.

In this context, the study charts a major paradigm shift in
poetic-theological consciousness toward acknowledging an
absolute, transcendent, and governing Divine Power. This
emerging vision challenged Pre-Islamic fatalism and confronted
human hubris with the inevitability of mortality and the
impermanence of worldly power—a theme explicitly reflected in
Ubayd ibn al-Abras’s philosophical meditations on human destiny,
as well as Adi ibn Zayd al-Ibadi’s reflections on the vicissitudes of
time and the turns of fate. Furthermore, the findings reveal how the
Hanifi framework was deployed to establish a rigorous ethical and
social order—one that anchored human dignity in inner purity and
moral rectitude rather than tribal prestige. This is most vividly
manifested in the poetic corpus of Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma, who
stripped human existence of material ostentation, formulated the
concept of Divine omniscience over secret thoughts, and
repudiated subservience to human authority in favor of pursuing

ultimate truth over blind obedience.
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Ultimately, the study yields several pivotal conclusions, chief

among which is that the invocation of Divine imagery in Pre-
Islamic poetic heritage was neither accidental nor peripheral;
rather, it constituted a cohesive monotheistic structure that actively
dismantled blind tribalism while codifying values of piety,
asceticism, and moral integrity. Consequently, this study
demonstrates that the poetic discourse of the Hunafa’ served as an
intellectual and emotional crucible, actively preparing the
cognitive landscape of the Arabian Peninsula for the advent of the
major monotheistic tradition.
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