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Abstract

In her short fiction, May Muzaffar emerges as a creator of
worlds where narrative techniques do not merely report events,
but serve as an affective and philosophical filter through which
human experience is channeled, transforming the story from a
simple tale into a dense tapestry uniting the self and reality. The
aesthetic potency of her texts stems from the narrator's masterful
manipulation of perspectives. Rather than confining the reader
to a single vantage point, the narrative fluidly shifts between an
omniscient narrator commanding every thread and a
participating first-person narrator. This interplay imbues the
prose with an air of confessional intimacy and emotional
authenticity, bringing the reader into direct confrontation with
the characters' internal anxieties and existential crises.
Stream of consciousness functions as a vital device in the hands
of Muzaffar’s narrator, transcending linear temporality to merge
past with present and reality with dream through an interior
monologue. This technique prioritizes delving into the
movement of thought and the unspoken over merely chronicling
external actions. This affective flow endows the characters with
psychological depth, rendering them complex entities pulsating
with perplexity and memory. Simultaneously, the narrator
exhibits a deliberate economy of language, avoiding direct
descriptive verbosity in favor of an "aesthetic distance"
anchored in suggestion and deliberate gaps left for the reader to
navigate through interpretation. Consequently, reading becomes
an active participation in text construction rather than passive
reception.

Furthermore, this narrative edifice remains incomplete
without accounting for the operation of "memory" as a parallel
narrator. Far from merely retrieving past events, the narrative
reconfigures them through a poignant present-day lens,
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transforming space—from rooms and houses to entire cities—
into a vessel of time and a witness to the soul’s vicissitudes.
Rather than adopting dry, expository prose, the narrative is
imbued with a poetic register that elevates mundane everyday
details into pivotal moments. Ultimately, the narrator in May
Muzaffar’s fiction possesses the eye of an artist—one that looks
beyond superficial manifestations to penetrate the essence of the
psyche. This quality ensures her texts retain their enduring
luminosity and resonance, standing as literary canvases that
signify far more than what is explicitly written.

To accommodate the critical approach, a rigorous research
plan was structured to investigate the manifestations of the
narrator and their structural relationships. The study comprises
an introduction followed by three chapters:

The Introduction establishes the creator's contextual and
reference framework, examining her biography alongside her
literary and critical oeuvre as an essential threshold for
understanding the dominant aesthetic consciousness within her
short fiction.

Chapter One, titled "The Narrator and Knowledge,"
deconstructs the levels of perception and awareness possessed
by the narrative self. It is divided into two sections: the first
examines the omniscient narrator, who controls the structural
turning points of the tale from a position of "vision from behind"
(vision par derriere); the second investigates the [imited
narrator, who adopts a "vision with" (vision avec), thereby
narrowing the gap between narrator and character to yield a
relative, troubled knowledge suited to modern narrative
contexts.

Chapter Two addresses spatial poetics under the title "The
Narrator and Space,” also split into two sections: the first traces
the impact of space on the narrator, exposing the psychological
and existential conditioning exerted by space on shaping the
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narrator's consciousness and framing their utterances; the second
analyzes the impact of the narrator on space, exploring how the
narrator’s inner consciousness is projected onto the external
environment, transforming space from a passive geographic
domain into a living, semantic entity.

Chapter Three completes this analytical framework by
examining interpersonal dynamics in "The Narrator and the
Other." The first section considers the relationships between the
narrator and other characters as a network of referential and
dialogic interactions within the text. The second section
analyzes the effect of the narrator's gender (male or female),
dissecting the stylistic and semantic nuances imposed by gender
identity on the nature of discourse and the formulation of
narrative perspective relative to masculine and feminine subject
positions.

—
(@]
| —




Republic of Iraq
Ministry of Higher Education

A ,
And Scientific Research g ” a ‘¢

Wasit University

College of Education For Humanities

Department of Arabic Language

Narrative Techniques in the Short
Stories of May Muzaffar

Thesis submitted by the student
Noor Hadi Mohammed
To the Council of the College of Education for Human
Sciences, University of Wasit
It is part of the requirements for obtaining a Master's

degree in Arabic Language and Literature

Under the supervision of Professor

Asst. Prof. Dr. Nuha Jafar Awfi

1448 A.-H 2026 A.D




