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Abstract

The study covers the period from the establishment of the Tulunid state in Yo ¢
AH/ATA AD until the end of the Ikhshidid state in YeA AH/37A AD, which represents
a transitional era in Egypt and the Levant when methods of immortalizing local rulers
emerged, as they sought to achieve relative independence while maintaining symbolic
loyalty to the Abbasid Caliphate Egypt and the Levant were chosen as the subject
matter for this scientific study, as they were vital centers of power and economy
during the reigns of the Tulunid and Ikhshidid states, reflecting aspects of political,
urban, and cultural commemoration

The aim of this study is to uncover the methods used by the Tulunid and
Ikhshidid rulers to immortalize themselves and their state, as well as to analyze the
political, social, and religious dimensions of these immortalizations and their impact
on society and the ruling power. Therefore, it is crucial to understand the methods and
types of immortalization, and a number of questions must be raised regarding the
concept of immortality among the Tulunids and Ikhshidids, The most prominent of
these is the importance of commemoration and its types in Tulunid and Ikhshidid
Egypt, and what methods did the Tulunid and Ikhshidid princes adopt in
commemorating their memory? And the extent of the impact of these multiple cultural
manifestations, Another very important question is how the Tulunid and Ikhshidid
rulers used these manifestations to immortalize their memory? This is in fact the
essence of the study and its main objective? Hence the importance of the study, as it is
necessary to highlight the study of immortality and its manifestations under the
Islamic system during the reigns of the Tulunid and Ikhshidid states, and to show the
extent of the interest of the princes of those two states in immortalizing their political,
social and economic history, and to show the means and methods by which the
concept of immortality was dealt with

The methodology used to achieve the study's objectives was

Y\— The analytical historical method, by linking the historical events of the two
countries to the methods of commemoration achieved.

Y— The descriptive method, based on describing the material and intangible aspects

of commemoration, supported by precise details of architectural projects, coins,
inscriptions, and writings

Previous studies: Most previous studies have focused on the political and cultural
history of the Tulunid and Ikhshidid states without concentrating on commemoration
as a comprehensive historical concept. The Arabic historical library lacks a
university-level historical study on the topic of commemoration in Egypt during the
Tulunid and Ikhshidid eras

This topic has not been explored in detail in books, letters, or university theses,
except for studies that came implicitly in studies that dealt with cultural and political
history. This study came to be — as we believe — the first Iragi and perhaps Arab
academic historical study in this field

Despite the strenuous and sincere effort that was made in preparing and writing
this study, it is difficult to imagine that it is free from shortcomings or gaps, because
the subject of the study is new, and in addition to its novelty, the researcher wrote it in
the spirit of Arabic and Islamic sources, without neglecting the efforts of foreign
researchers who have addressed this subject
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Since the study dealt with the topic of commemoration among the Tulunids and
Ikhshidids, it referred to a considerable number of primary and secondary sources, as
well as research papers, articles, letters, and university theses. We will address them
according to source groups as follows:

First: General History Works

Foremost among these is the History of Prophets and Kings, or the History of Nations
and Kings, by al-Tabari, Abu Ja'far, Muhammad ibn Jarir (d. ¥+ AH / 4YY CE),
which provides important information about the history of the Tulunids and the
Ikhshidids before and after they assumed rule over Egypt. It also includes important
aspects of administration and governance, which greatly benefited the study, The
book Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh by Ibn al-Athir (d. 1Y+ AH /YYYY AD) is an important
source for the history of the Tulunids and the Ikhshidids because it represents an
extension of the book of history of al-Tabari and completes the period at which it
stopped. It also includes critical analyses of historical, political and military
phenomenalt covers an important historical period that included the rise and fall of
the two states, and clearly demonstrates the superiority of its methodology over some
earlier sources. As for Ibn Kathir's (d. YV¢ AH/YYY CE) *Al-Bidaya wa'l-Nihaya*
(The Beginning and the End), he relied on summarizing, abbreviating, and
paraphrasing his sources in presenting historical material, especially in the section on
Islamic history., Given the length of the period whose history he had to compile, the
multitude of topics he was interested in mentioning, and the diversity and abundance
of sources, he summarized them in his own words within a coherent narrative, while
also referencing and citing the sources from which he obtained his information.
Therefore, he is considered an important source for the history of the Tulunids and the
Ikhshidids, He provides details about the period through his general historical
narrative, emphasizing the importance of the historical criticism he used in
scrutinizing and documenting the news. As for the book "Diwan al-Mubtada' wa al-
Khabar fi Tarikh al-'Arab wa al-Barbar wa man 'Asarahum min Dhawi al-Sultan al-
Akbar" by Ibn Khaldun (d. A+A AH/Y ¢+7 CE), the book's importance lies in its focus
on the history of the Tulunids and the Ikhshidids, In that it offers a systematic and
comprehensive analysis of these states, rather than merely a recounting of events, this
stems from Ibn Khaldun's approach to studying history as a science, where he focused
on the causes of the rise and fall of states through concepts such as "group solidarity"
and “civilization." Therefore, his book is a fundamental source for understanding the
political and social transformations that these states underwent, And how did internal
and external factors contribute to shaping its destiny? The book "The Shining Stars in
the History of the Kings of Egypt and Cairo™ by Ibn Taghribirdi (d. AY¢ AH/ Y£V.
AD) is a history of Egypt from the year Y:-AYY AH, arranged chronologically rather
than alphabetically. It details the kings, sultans, and viceroys who ruled Egypt, The
importance of this book lies in its being a comprehensive and accurate source of
information about Egypt, especially during the Tulunid and Ikhshidid periods. The
book provides rich details about political, urban, economic, and social events, which
helps in understanding that era in depth and beyond superficial accounts. It documents
the political history of Egypt from the Islamic conquest to the present day, With a
focus on the role played by ruling families such as the Tulunids and the Ikhshidids,
there is also the book "Shadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar man Dhahab" by Ibn al-Imad
al-Hanbali (d. Y+A% AH / Y1YA CE), which is one of the most important concise
works on Arab-Islamic history, His work was able to chronicle the events of the first
ten Hijri centuries, such as wars, raids, battles, births, deaths, biographies of
prominent figures, and other events that our Arab-Islamic history witnessed
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Secondly: Biographical and Classification Works o=
The study was very beneficial, as it provided us with valuable and important 51
information about the biographies of the figures mentioned in the letter, in addition to E-I-:
the historical material contained in these books. Foremost among these is the [y
biography of Ahmad ibn Tulun by al-Balawi (d. ¢th century AH). The year in which o
al-Balawi wrote his book on the Tulunids is unknown, Al-Balawi's method in his e

history was to present events and narrate stories with their chains of transmission, in
the manner that narrators and biographers of the early centuries used to do. Al-Balawi
quoted about fifty stories from Ibn Tulun's stories about Ibn al-Dayya, which he
mentioned in his two books: The Biography of Ibn Tulun and walmukafa'ata, and he
added about forty other stories of his own, The author included in his book numerous
letters and documents that have no trace in Ibn al-Dayah’s book. The details of Ibn
Tulun’s upbringing, the news of his wars in the border regions, the news of his son al-
Abbas and his servant Lu’lu’, and the news of his illness and his successful deposition
were mentioned in al-Balawi’s book, As for the book of governors and judges by Al-
Kindi (d. Yo+ AH /3% AD), it provided detailed and accurate information about the
two states. Regarding the Tulunid state, he dealt with its history by mentioning the
governors, starting with its founder, Ahmad ibn Tulun, and was able to show the
history of the entire state, so he started by dealing with political matters and did not
neglect cultural matters, As for the book “Siyar A’lam al-Nubala’” by al-Dhahabi (d.
VEA AH/NVY A AD), it is a book of biographies that includes caliphs, princes, scholars,
historians, and poets. It includes biographies of notables from the dawn of Islam until
the year Y¥4 AH. The book “Al-Wafi bi’l-Wafayat” by al-Safadi (d. Y1¢ AH/YY1Y
AD) is one of the books written on the biographies of men. It is a large book on
history, language, and literature, which al-Safadi compiled in thirty volumes

Third: Language and Literature Works: Language books have supported the subject of
study in explaining the meanings of words and terms, and clarifying what is obscure
and difficult to understand, especially the rare ones. The book is Mu’jam Magqayis al-
Lughah by Ibn Faris (d. Y4 AH/4¢) AD), and the book Lisan al-Arab by Ibn Manzur
(d. Y)Y AH/YYYY AD), and the book Taj al-Arus min Jawahir al-Qamus by al-Zubaidi
(d. YY-.2 AH/ Y4+ AD), Among the encyclopedic literary books that include various
sciences and topics from literature, and news from history that were of great
importance and enriched the research chapters with many references to political life
and various social topics, the foremost of which is the book (Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun
al-Adab by al-Nuwayri (d. Y¥Y AH / YYYY AD), The book “Subh al-A’sha fi Sina’at
al-Insha” by al-Qalgashandi (d. AYY AH / Y¢YA AD), and its benefit came from using
what we obtained from its information in writing all the chapters of the treatise
Fourth: Geographical and Travel Writings

As for geographical sources, they provided us with valuable information from a
geographical perspective on the subject of study by introducing many of the locations
of cities and their positions and what is related to them. At the forefront of these
books was the book of sermons and lessons by mentioning the plans and monuments,
known as Al-Magqrizi’s plans, by Al-Magrizi (d. A¢e AH/ Y¢£Y AD), It is considered
one of the most prominent and important books documenting the history of Islamic
Egypt and its urban geography. The book provides a comprehensive account of the
founding and development of Cairo from the Islamic conquest until the ninth century
AH/fifteenth century AD, with a detailed description of historical buildings, such as
mosques, palaces, markets, and schools, The book is distinguished by its
documentation of landmarks that have disappeared over time, making it a unique
reference for studying urban plans and the names of old neighborhoods and streets. It
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also includes an accurate description of daily life and economic and social institutions
in Fustat and Cairo over nine centuries, As for the book "Mu'jam al-Buldan™ by Yaqut
al-Hamawi (d. Y1 AH / YYYA AD), this book is considered a geographical
encyclopedia due to the abundance of material it contains, and we have benefited
from a wealth of information from it, We benefited from it with abundant information
in all chapters of the research, and from the book “Marasid al-Ittila’ ala Asma’ al-
Amakin wa al-Biga’” by Ibn Abd al-Hagq (d. Y¥4 AH / YYYA AD), and other
important books from which we benefited in all chapters of the research

Fifth: Modern References: The study was enriched by numerous modern references,
which served as guides to primary sources. These references proved useful in
clarifying many issues raised in this research. Among the most important are the book
"Egypt in the Ikhshidid Era" by Ismail Kashif and the book "Islamic Civilization of
Egypt in the Tulunid Era, The book “History and Antiquities of Egypt from the Arab
Conquest until the End of the Fatimid Era” by Ahmed Abdel-Razzaq, and the book
“Relations between Egypt and the Levant in the Tulunid and Ikhshidid Eras” by
Muhammad Ahmed Ziyoud, as well as many other references that enriched the thesis
with information of great importance in the field of what it expressed in terms of
opinions and viewpoints that the researcher can be guided by.
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