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Abstract

This dissertation examines Orientalist linguistic discourse,
exploring its intellectual and methodological foundations and its
approaches to the study of the Arabic language and its linguistic
sciences. It investigates the factors underlying the emergence of
Orientalist linguistic scholarship and analyzes the extent to which
scientific, religious, political, and colonial motivations influenced
Orientalist interpretations and conclusions. It also considers Orientalist
linguistic discourse as a diverse intellectual and scholarly field whose
orientations varied according to the historical contexts, intellectual
backgrounds, and methodological perspectives of individual
Orientalists. Accordingly, the study avoids treating Orientalism as a
homogeneous movement governed by a single motivation or

intellectual position.

The study traces Orientalist contributions to the investigation of
Arabic phonology, morphology, and syntax, highlighting their positions
on major linguistic issues, including the origins of Arabic grammair,
phonetic theory, linguistic roots, derivation, and inflection. It
demonstrates that many Orientalists recognized the pioneering
achievements of early Arab linguists, particularly in the field of
phonetics, while others sought to attribute these achievements to

external influences without providing conclusive evidence. In the field

A



of phonetics, the dissertation examines Orientalist discussions of the
articulation and classification of Arabic sounds, their distinctive
features, historical development, and variation across Arabic dialects.
It further considers the extent to which modern phonetic approaches
contributed to the reinterpretation of the descriptions provided by early

Arab linguists.

In the field of morphology, the study addresses Orientalist views
on the structure and historical development of Arabic and Semitic
roots, particularly the relationship between biliteral and triliteral roots,
as well as morphological augmentation, derivation, verbal tense, and
grammatical gender. It demonstrates the diversity of Orientalist
positions on these issues and examines them within their historical

and comparative contexts.

With regard to syntax and grammatical thought, the dissertation
discusses Orientalist interpretations of the origins of Arabic grammar,
the traditional classification of words into noun, verb, and particle,
grammatical inflection (irab), and the concept of the sentence.
Particular attention is given to claims concerning possible external
influences on early Arabic grammatical thought. The study maintains
that formal similarities between grammatical traditions do not, by
themselves, provide sufficient evidence of direct borrowing unless they

are supported by clear historical, conceptual, and linguistic evidence.
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The dissertation further examines the principal methodologies
employed by Orientalists in their study of Arabic, notably the historical,
comparative, and descriptive approaches, and evaluates their impact
on modern linguistic research and the interpretation of the Arabic
linguistic heritage. The historical method is examined in relation to
phonetic, morphological, and syntactic change, whereas the
comparative method is considered in relation to Arabic within the wider
Semitic language family and to attempts to reconstruct earlier linguistic
forms. The descriptive method is also discussed in terms of its role in
observing, classifying, and analyzing linguistic phenomena within their
structural systems. The study shows that these methodologies often
interacted and complemented one another rather than operating as

entirely separate approaches.

The study concludes that Orientalist linguistic discourse was not
a unified intellectual movement but rather a diverse field
encompassing both objective scholarly contributions and ideologically
influenced perspectives. It also confirms the central position of Arabic
within comparative Semitic studies due to its preservation of many

original Semitic features.

At the same time, the dissertation distinguishes between Arabic
as a historically documented Semitic language of considerable

importance for comparative research and the reconstructed Proto-
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Semitic language, emphasizing the need for methodological caution

when dealing with hypothetical historical reconstructions.

The findings also indicate that Orientalist scholarship contributed
significantly to expanding the historical and comparative study of
Arabic and to reconsidering a number of issues within the Arabic
linguistic heritage. Nevertheless, the value of these contributions
varies according to the methodological foundations, available
evidence, and intellectual assumptions underlying individual studies.
Therefore, Orientalist judgments should be examined within their
specific scholarly and historical contexts rather than accepted or

rejected as a single body of thought.

Finally, the dissertation emphasizes the richness and originality
of the Arabic linguistic heritage and argues for a balanced critical
engagement with Orientalist scholarship that distinguishes between
valuable scientific contributions and judgments shaped by extra-
scholarly assumptions. Such an approach makes it possible to benefit
from the methodological and linguistic achievements of Orientalist
scholarship while critically examining its assumptions and conclusions,
thereby contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of
Orientalist linguistic discourse in terms of its formation, linguistic

material, and methodological foundations.
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