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Abstract

This research examines the variables of wunbiased processing,
complementary thinking, and moral flexibility, which are important concepts in
educational and psychological studies and research. The research problem lies in
identifying the strength and direction of the correlation between these three
variables and the extent to which complementary thinking and moral flexibility

contribute to unbiased processing.

Unbiased processing is defined as "the objective evaluation of any information
related to the self, regardless of its source, whether external or internal. This
objectivity leads to an accurate sense of self as a result of avoiding distortion

and bias" (Kernis & Goldman, 2006:288).

Complementary thinking is defined as “constructively addressing conflicting
ideas, and instead of choosing one idea for a solution at the expense of other
ideas, a solution is generated in the form of a new idea that includes elements of

the ideas, but each idea surpasses the other individually” (Martin, 2007:12).

Moral flexibility is defined as “the individual’s ability to recognize the moral
principle underlying instructions and laws and the courage to disregard the

authoritarian approach to treatment and organization if the moral principle



requires such disregard without the new ideas required by this principle

violating the moral rules of society” (Kohlberg, 2007).

Therefore, the current research aims to identify:

e unbiased processing among university students.

e complementary thinking among university students.

moral flexibility among university students.

The correlation between unbiased processing and complementary
thinking among university students .
B

e The correlation between unbiased processing and moral flexibility among
university students.

e Identifying the significance of differences in the correlation between
unbiased processing and complementary thinking among university
students, according to the gender variable (male-female).

o Identifying the significance of differences in the correlation between
unbiased processing and moral flexibility among university students,
according to the gender variable (male-female).

e The degree to which complementary thinking and ethical flexibility
contribute to unbiased processing.

The current research was limited to students at Wasit University, morning
program, both male and female, in both scientific and humanities
disciplines, for the academic year (2025-2026).

The researcher chose the descriptive correlational approach for this research.
To achieve the objectives of the current research, the researcher undertook the

following:



The researcher developed the Unbiased Processing Scale based on the
Kernis and Goldman model (2006), which in its final form consisted of 30

items.

The researcher developed the Complementary Thinking Scale based on
Martin's theory (2007), which in its final form consisted of 25 items.

The researcher adopted Al-Issawi’s scale (2013) which is based on

Kohlberg’s theory (Kohlberg, 2007), and which in its final form consists
of (45) items.
The psychometric properties of validity and reliability were extracted, and the

statistical analysis sample consisted of (400) male and female students.

C

Then the three scales were applied to the main research sample of (400) male
and female students, and the data were statistically processed, which yielded the

following results using the appropriate statistical methods for the research:
* University students possess statistically significant unbiased processing skills.

* University students possess statistically significant complementary reasoning

skills.
* University students possess statistically significant moral flexibility

There is a positive correlation between unbiased processing and complementary

thinking among university students.

* There is a positive correlation between unbiased processing and moral

flexibility among university students.

* There is a negative correlation between complementary thinking and moral

flexibility among university students.



* There are statistically significant differences between unbiased processing and

complementary thinking based on gender (male-female), favoring males.

* However, there are no statistically significant differences between unbiased
processing and complementary thinking based on academic specialization

(scientific-humanities).

* There are no statistically significant differences in the correlation between
unbiased processing and ethical flexibility based on gender. However, there are

statistically significant differences between unbiased

processing and ethical flexibility based on academic specialization, favoring

scientific specialization.
D

* Complementary thinking and ethical flexibility both contribute to unbiased

processing.

In light of these findings, the researcher presented a set of conclusions,

recommendations, and suggestions for future research.






